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Preface:

For this edition of the gazette, we bring you a new
school year and more of our favorite events such as
the 4th of July Parade, the Mid-Autumn Festival, or
our annual Field Day. This new volume of the
gazette has really homed in on the strengths of
previous gazettes, such as the special section for
student essays. As they say, 3rd time’s the charm
and I hope you have a good time reading!

NOTICES & INCOMING
EVENTS

Spring Festival Gala

On January 19th, the Howard County Chinese
School will be hosting its annual Spring Festival
Gala at Guilford Park High School. Join us for
the Year of the Snake with a food fair, cultural
exhibition, and outstanding performances. We
hope to see you there!
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MISSION OF THE HOWARD COUNTY CHINESE
SCHOOL

Established in 1998, Howard County Chinese
School (HCCS) is a non-profit organization located
in Howard County, Maryland. Its central mission is
to advance Chinese language education, foster
cultural inheritance, and promote community
wellbeing.

School Website: https://www.hccs-md.org/

Facebook: _
facebook.com/HowardCountyChineseSchool

Twitter: twitter.com/HCCS _MD

YouTube Channel: ,
https://www.youtube.com/@howardcountychineses
chool8333

ABOUT THE GAZETTE

An official publication of Howard County Chinese
School, The Gazette encourages school students
and staff to submit articles and Fhotographs of
general interest. Submissions will be edited to
convey the most necessary information.

Email editorial copy and writing to pr@hccs-md.org.
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NEWS

HCCS 4th of July
Parade

On July 4th, the Howard County Chinese School
proudly participated in the annual independence
day parade held at River Hill. This is the seventh
year in a row that HCCS has been a part of the
parade and just like the previous years, they had a
stunning performance.

With the SGA and Robotics team with their
banners at the front, accompanied by adorable
kids giving away candy, followed by a truck
furnished with red white and blue decorations that
even had a drummer who filled the air with sounds
of music. Following them were the Tai Chi group
performing martial arts and then the elegant
Qipao group with their stylish and ornate
umbrellas and dresses. Last but not least, there
was an organized troupe of waist drummers who
marched and played in unison like a well oiled
machine.

Overall, the Howard County Chinese School
demonstrated exactly why they participated in this
parade, to celebrate the 4th of July by wowing and
amazing people with amazing performances,
music, and of course candy.

The Howard County Chinese School Gazette



NEWS

US Senator Honors
AAPI YAP’s 3rd
Anniversary

Exciting News from AAPI YAP!

We are thrilled to announce that we have recently
received a citation from U.S. Senator Chris Van
Hollen of Maryland in celebration of AAPI YAP's
third anniversary! This honor recognizes the
growing impact of our organization and the
collective efforts of our students and parents. Your
dedication and hard work are being acknowledged
more and more! Let's continue to build on this
momentum and make a difference in our
community together. Thank you for your

continued support!

Stay tuned for more updates and events!
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NEWS

HCCS Organizes
Washington Chinese
Cultural Festival

Exciting News from the Washington Chinese
Cultural Festival!

Yesterday, August 31st, we celebrated the annual
Washington Chinese Cultural Festival with great
success! Howard County Chinese School (HCCS)
was honored to be one of the event's organizers,
showcasing our cultural experience booth and
participating in stage performances. Our students
and parents actively joined us in DC to enjoy the
festival and took part in the cultural parade
representing our school.

The Howard Waist Drum Team, with their vibrant
energy and impressive performances, was a
stunning highlight of the parade! As always, HCCS
stood out, demonstrating excellence and cultural
pride!

A special thank you to our PTA for their strong
organization and enthusiastic participation. Kudos
also to the SGA students who skillfully promoted
Chinese culture and represented HCCS at the
cultural raffle, calligraphy, and Chinese painting
booths. They not only honed their skills but also
made new friends, enjoying a fulfilling and joyful
day!

Let's continue to spread our cultural heritage and
make every event a memorable one!
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NEWS
HCCS Begins 1st Day
of School, Marking 26
Years

Reporter: Addison Liu

On August 25, 2024, Howard County Chinese
School began their 2024-2025 school year, starting
the 26th year of HCCS. On this day, our Youth
Journalists interviewed many people, ranging from
teachers to parents and everything in between. You
can find all of our videos and interviews on our
Youtube channel, if you want to check that out.
Everyone was excited for this new school year to
begin! Many teachers and staff members that we
had the honor of interviewing stated that one of
the big reasons they enjoy teaching here at HCCS
and what motivates them is seeing the students
grow, learn, and prosper. A lot of our staff and
educators have been here for 10+ years, and to
them, inspiring new generations to learn more
about Chinese culture and for students to stay
close to their roots is very important. It can also be
used as a way to bring communities together, and
to learn as a diverse group.This new HCCS school
year is bittersweet, as many of our staff members
are stepping down, however, we now have many
new amazing staff, such as our new Principal, Mr.
Ming Li, our new Communications Director, Ms.
Yan Jiang, and the new president of the PTA is now
Ms. Xuhui Zhao! We are also offering some new
classes this new year, those of which being, a Basic
Chinese Ocarina Class (offered to those above the
age of 1), Computer Programming 1: Level 1 Python
Essentials class, AP Physics 1, and Tai Chi Fitness
and Qigong. These are just some of the many new
exciting things at Howard County Chinese School.
We hope everyone has a great school year, and we
are very excited to see improvement and fun
memories in both our students and staff! Happy
26th year, Howard County Chinese School!
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NEWS

HCCS Celebrates
Students and
Teachers Who
Translated Important
Survey

Reported by Joe Li

Honoring the YAP Connections Team!

On September 15th, 2024, we at the Howard
County Chinese School celebrated the work of
the students and teachers who contributed to
the Chinese translation of an important survey
regarding racial equity. Their certificates of
appreciation were presented by the one and
only Dr. Denise Boston, who is the director of
the County Office of Human Rights and Equity.
The awards were presented to Weiwei Shao,
Mark Li, Yingzhe Tao, Grace Chen and Ning Li.
Other recipients of the awards were Cynthia
Tan, Ella Wang, Ryan Zhou, and Frank Zhang.

In an interview, Dr.Boston mentioned that she
views the role of the Chinese community as
important to racial equity and diversity as it
provides a unique perspective on what it
means to be Chinese, letting the community
know that we're here, and providing our own
views and ideas. Dr. Boston also encouraged
the younger generation to stay open to
learning about other cultures in the world and
to keep an open mind. We would like to thank
Dr.Boston for her dedication, even presenting
these certificates on the weekend, and would
also like to congratulate the recipients of the
certificates one last time.

A big thank you to everyone involved for your
dedication and support!
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NEWS

HCCS Mid-Autumn
Festival

Reported By Sophia Hua

On September 28th, 2024, the Howard County
Chinese Cultural Center, part of the Howard County
Chinese School, hosted the 2024 Mid-Autumn
Festival at Wilde Lake High School. Everyone in the
community was invited to take part in this
important cultural celebration featuring a food
festival and a Mid-Autumn gala. Thanks to the
teachers, students, performers, staff, and members
of the community for making this event a great
success!

The Chinese school has been around since 1998, and
September 28th, 2024 marked our 25th
Mid-Autumn Festival food fair and cultural
exhibition. Many groups supported the event,
including the Student Government Association
(SGA), the Parent Teacher Association (PTA), the
Howard County Chinese Cultural Center, and
volunteers from our community. Before the
performance, one of the pre-show announcers
discussed the accomplishments of the HCCS, saying
that “it's always performances and occasions like
this that help us come together as a community.”

The first portion of the event was a food festival.
Vendors as well as the SGA and the Howard
Dynamics robotics team sold traditional Chinese
food to raise money and donate to charity.
Mooncake, tanghulu, and many different savory
dishes such as noodles and tofu were served.
Everyone had an amazing time! Guests were able to
enjoy themselves to the fullest at the festival.
Vendors that the Youth Journalists interviewed were
happy to share things about the cultural significance
of their food, including how they made it and where
it originated from.

At 7:00, the Mid-Autumn Festival show/cultural
exhibit began. The program involved three themes,
namely Rhythms Under the Moon, Longing for
Home, and Elegance in Hanfu, as well as a prelude
and a postlude. The show starred talented
performers of all ages and showed off cultural
items, dances, and music. Women played songs on
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traditional Chinese string instruments (5%5<28). The
D.C. Fuyao Hanfu Association displayed traditional
Hanfu dresses and outfits during their performance
in the show. Both synchronized and solo dances
were performed, highlighting the artistic beauty of
traditional Chinese dance. All of the performers the
Youth Journalists interviewed said that they really
enjoy performing, and everyone in the audience
was entertained during the performance! Producer
Wang Xinge, director Xu Yi, and stage directors
Huang Yan and Zhen Lijie are a few of the many
contributors that made this show possible.

Overall, the Mid-Autumn Festival was a success! It
showed off and promoted Chinese language,
culture, and tradition through food and
performance. Thank you to all those who attended,
helped out, and performed at this event, making
this event a memorable celebration of the
Mid-Autumn Festival!

Our Mid-Autumn Festival concert and Food Fair

was a huge success last Saturday! With
amazing performances, beautiful decorations, and
lots of delicious mooncakes, everyone enjoyed a
night of fun and celebration. Thank you to everyone

who joined us—can't wait for next year! |
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NEWS

HCCS Annual
Halloween Fall Parade

Reported by Joe Li

A few days ago on Sunday, October 27th, 2024
the Howard County Chinese School held its
annual fall parade for the first time since 2019.
During the class breaks, the children went
outside for the parade, dressed in a variety of
costumes and collecting candy. Upon returning
to the building, they gathered for class photos. It
was a sweet and fun little event that we no
doubt will be looking forward to next year.

Chinese School Gazette

The Howard County
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NEWS
HCCS Hosts Annual
Sports/Field Day!

Reported by Emily Hu

On November 9, the Howard County Chinese
School hosted its annual Field Day celebration
at Sports World. The event included many
performances from a variety of age groups.
Performances included children showing off
their hard work in martial arts, dancers from
Phoenix Dance Academy performed Lady
Gaga's “Telephone”, sword artistry, singing,
and instrumental quartets. In addition, the 22
winners of the President’s

Volunteer Service Award (PVSA)

were given their medals and
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certificates, with 12 winning gold, 5 winning
silver, and 5 winning bronze. Field Day events
also had areas where students, children, and
adults could participate in various sports such
as volleyball, pickleball, badminton, parachute,
and soccer. Children could also win tickets to
exchange for prizes by participating in games.
It was a huge and very welcoming event for
everyone and we hope to see more people
there next year! Thank you to everyone who
attended or volunteered, and congratulations
to our PVSA winners!
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NEWS

YAP Members Testify
at Legislative
Hearing -
Community

YAP Members Advocate for the Community
at Legislative Hearing!

On Monday, November 25, the Howard County
State Delegation held a legislative hearing to
gather community input on important
proposals. Key topics included making Lunar
New Year a public school holiday, allocating
funds to expand Howard County Chinese
School, and preventing weapons in schools.

Advocating for the community and engaging in
civic affairs is a proud tradition of YAP. Our
members continue to develop critical skills
while making meaningful contributions to
social progress. Over the years, their
participation in hearings and government
forums has earned recognition and respect for
the Chinese-American

community.
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At this hearing, three YAP members—Mabelle
Liu, Joe Li, and Mark Li—along with supportive
parents actively shared their perspectives on
issues important to our community. Their
heartfelt and lively testimonies demonstrated
confidence and preparation, showcasing their
dedication to making a difference.

The event, which lasted until 10:30 PM,
attracted a large audience, with mandatory
school holidays as a key focus. Students from
other communities, including Indian and
Pakistani Muslim groups, also voiced their
concerns. They're followed with a powerful and
eloquent testimony by Howard County Chinese
School board chairperson Ning Li, whose
words left a strong impression on everyone
present.

We are incredibly proud of our YAP
members for their impactful participation.
Thank you for representing the
Chinese-American community with such skill
and passion. Together, we continue to

advocate for meaningful change!
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NEWS

Maryland STEM
Festival Co-Hosted
by HCCS at Howard
Community College

Reported by Sophia Hua

Whir, buzz, clank! On Nov 17, 2024, the
Maryland State STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and math) Festival was held at
Howard Community College (HCC). The eight
Howard County Chinese School (HCCS)
robotics teams co-hosted this event, as well as
the health, science, and technology
departments of the HCC. One of the main
purposes of this gathering was to inspire young
students to explore or to keep exploring STEM.

Our HCCS groups that attended include the
following First Tech Challenge (FTC) teams: the
Howard Dynamics robotics team, AlphaBots,
and Ingenuity, and the following First LEGO
League (FLL) teams: the Advanced Robotics
Team (ART), No Limits, and Buster Botz. Many
groups outside of HCCS also attended, such as
teams from Maryland high schools and a few
Maryland engineering firms.

Overall, this was a great experience for the
people who came! In the Science, Engineering,
and Technology (SET) building, where FTC
robotics team exhibits were displayed, as well
as in the Duncan Hall (DH) building, where FLL
robotics team exhibits were displayed,
students and adults of all ages displayed
engineering projects at their different exhibits.
During the event, our HCCS FLL teams showed
off the mechanical LEGO robots that they built.
Students from a Carroll County robotics team
put on an impressive performance, showing off
their robot that could shoot ten-inch rings high
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into the air. Additionally, engineering majors
from the University of Maryland talked about
their majors to any students who passed by
their exhibit, helping inspire young future
engineers and promoting the art of
engineering.

When the HCCS Youth Journalists interviewed
the students at the festival, the robotics
students not only talked about STEM
competition-related experiences but also
talked a little about inclusivity and community
outreach. A Howard Dynamics team member,
Zara, shared that their team'’s goals were to do
well in challenges while also inspiring other
students to join the STEM program. A CRYPTIC
member, James, also told the Youth Journalists
that one of their team'’s focuses is on extending
their outreach to underrepresented
communities in STEM, such as females.

Finally, the highlight of the afternoon was the
closing ceremony. Dr Ming Li, the HCCS
principal, said a few words regarding the
festival, thanking HCC for supporting and
helping HCCS “nurture young minds and
empower the next generation of STEM
leaders.” This was followed up by another
speech, the speaker being experienced
astronaut Donald Thomas. Everyone was super
excited by the arrival of this legend. In his
presentation, Thomas described his journey
from his first time watching a space shuttle take
off at six to being selected as a NASA
astronaut. He said, “It takes time, it takes hard
work, it takes persistence, but you can
accomplish anything you want to in your
lifetime.”

It is safe to say that the purpose of the STEM
festival was successfully fulfilled. Everyone in
the HCC buildings at the time could enjoy and
appreciate the art of robotics and engineering,
STEM person or not. We will very much look
forward to next year's STEM festivall

The Howard County Chinese School Gazette



16

The Howard County Chinese School Gazette



ESSAYS

HCCS Student Essay
(Teacher Wang Ting
Ting: EE&)

PaNEIPA
S . Sumayyah Ali 3EHIEE

Y Sumayyah Ali, FXXZIITHSE, FH
4EEE, ERNESEEEEENEA. B
AFEPNRIRHEAER S, HIFEERFX., &
B FEFERPSTRETERE, SFER
FRREFE.

BEIFERNILR. B8, jum. W, R
N, HPRNIXMEHERIMEBRZH. BAA
BINRER, FrAER/IIZEEERIRES.
EEENRE, REJUBREERI.

SEER, BIPBIMENFAIXFRE
ftta9ts . FENBEXWIEABZTH, 58—
MEFEEECHIEERIE. U 7 ZIPE9EY,
BASEEX T —Hz=m. ERTHANEET, &
MESHFS 7B, K&, Wil

BAE—UTEER. CMEEA0RR, K
RI=m B NE iRk TR,
5k, HEMLEED, mERILiEEsa,
EETERE. BIESANERREIER, B
B, BIEISEGEMEHIBAKHR, |
FRlEFIR. EA=ESIRETR, TEXEX,
FRLATESERIZE, BAERIRE 7T HEMNFRIgE
iRE: ke, EERHE. K. 5.
EE. PPEEK. WA=, KBS, XiE, MN&E
K. EFEREERNRES, FRFEIIWEIRITE
BEEEL. M. . BEREEREEN,
RO, FrLMSRISE,

BIEE—REZ T =riEEEaNIITK
LIRS, IFERESBITS/IMEF, B
B EEESMESHFIRN, SEBCHER
RANHRER, KREBEREO, FIFIER.
HIFESIRGXNET, BESRGSE— MR
KR, ERERZEERURBA—NMIVMNI
. BPEE— ESO, REERBSH
7. BRIz, BREELIEZE,
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ZEIRRER, TEERSER. HE=
rAfziREAE), BEASIREPAREEIRR. BRIz
7T, B—EER, S ETHliEE.

IZIOBER, SFnaRil—exam. 4
MHAEERE, BEE0LHNER. AMH
ALERR B AT, AMEERE AV
A%, XTaREE—MER. LRI
BEGREA. Bk, FFBHEKRE R R
. BT RE, T EIEMH,

AMERRR, BREENHEELD. S
B—IrELER, HAEREFL, RAREENR
Ee, BR—F, wE—NERERE. BkE
TR 7 — T, Et—FNE—NERD
%8, RRAE—MEER—HFRIALEEA.
Hream, FERTSRIMGE, BIfERE,

AN T2 AEEREIRX, EAEN
F—X, BRIXTEBNEE. KEXZHIR
REEOE S, HNBESEEEELSE.
wEER T, BEMSENE, B8, B
AT BITEnE B SIVNETS, HXIITE,
REAFRIETAR, BeliAE T XUER S iRANIEAEFE,
R EAEE BRI EHEN, MR
YIX, BEEFAAESMEE, MRHE. TUBS
RfTREtESE, ATLAERIEISRIFEL. FRIEXUR
Eile T SRR —IFREEH, IREERT .

BETXR, BAIAERESE, RARITESE
RYPNARIERS T B, BAI=1—ielE 7 A
o, KIESEARXRSE, BEESE, SEHEER
BEROLEER, F5ilFE. BRLITER
e, ERRE,

BT EREWIERES L. BAK
HM—ER T TS L, ERAFKAEAMSHT
MNERIEALS., EREWRENS, TR
. TERRHME, RIS, FIRIRE
Y. RARSASBESRRME, FrlAZ(ITE
ITES. CRIESLAEHE, FHITEERIT L
¥, &, URERE.

FRELENS—TREF/UERET, BEXRARS
I®JFET. BASEMNY, MEXEREH,
EE/IVNERR. FEIXEASHIHMRSSAT
EARR, F(JBNIRITEIBEER T 7758,
BASIHR T, ZrXRS, MNEFIRS
—k, T,

FAKR, HMNETRE—NREFRASHE,
FERER T IR AMESHIATARTT.

SRRHE T TRANDR, BIEIERT
ERE. /Y. FF. FEBEKENE, &Y
LB T.
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STUDENT COLUMN

HCCS Students,

We want to hear from you!

If you would like to submit your writing for the
next issue of our gazette newspaper, please email
your work to pr@hccs-md.orqg.

Thank you and we look forward to seeing your
work in the HCCS Gazette!

HCCS Youth Journalists
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